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Janitors get 
dirty deal 
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 By DESIRÉE GARCIA
T o avoid the Empty Homes Tax, South Vancouver resi-dents are hiring a new type 
of company to fill their houses with 
large numbers of young renters. 
Asheya Accommodations signs 
tenancy contracts with homeown-
ers who do not occupy their homes 
then sublets to up 15 renters at a 
time. So far, the company has rent-
ed nine homes, six of which are in 
South Vancouver.
A Vancouver bylaw states that 
only three unrelated people can live 
together but UBC associate profes-
sor Thomas Davidoff said the pe-
nalities are too small to enforce this 
rule. “You have to be careful about 
fire safety and you know, over-
crowding but the city has a hard 
time enforcing its bylaws.” 
One home on W. 46th Avenue 
has 13 residents, plus a man who 
lives in a van outside and uses the 
facilities. The house has had three 
party noise complaints from neigh-
bours to police, and problems with 
excess trash attracting raccoons. 
House resident Luis Quiroga, 
a 26-year old mechanic, said that 
every space, apart from the kitchen 
and balcony, is used as a bedroom.
Many residents are from abroad 
and move out after a few months. 
Rents reach up to $1,300.
“This not designed for somebody 
who wants to be in Vancouver long-
term. This is a house for somebody 
to make profit off international 
people,” he said.
Davidoff said the concept is good 
as the city’s goal is to encourage 
rental stock in a market with a no-
toriously low vacancy rate.
“You have a lot of incentive to do 
it, and not a lot of downside.” 
The Empty Homes Tax fines 
owners of unoccupied houses one 
per cent of the property value per 
year. For the W. 46th home that 
would be $40,000. It is unclear how 
much of the rental profits from 
Asheya Accommodations goes to 
homeowners.
 Company owner Asheya Kass-
ner did not respond to requests for 
comment. Her LinkedIn profile 
says: “I'm a visionary with the drive 
to see and create opportunities in 
our ever-evolving world.”
 By LISA STEACY
T he use of traditional opioids in South Asian communities could po-tentially carry an ad-
ditional risk, 
according to 
Fraser Health, 
which recently 
alerted health 
professionals to 
lead contami-
nated drugs.
Debra Kent 
of British Co-
lumbia Drug 
and Poison In-
formation Centre said that heavy 
metal poisoning is a rare but docu-
mented risk associated with afeem 
and doda, substances made from 
the opium poppy and commonly 
used in South Asian communities 
in the Lower Mainland.
The primary communities at risk 
are South Asian males, a demo-
graphic which makes up a large 
proportion of Surrey’s popula-
tion and is also well represented in 
South Vancouver.  Of Langara Col-
lege’s 6000 international students 
many are also South Asian.
“Many are unaware of the dan-
gers of lead in some of these prod-
ucts,” Kent said in an email. “There 
also may be others who feel unwell 
and don’t go see their physician or 
heavy metal poisoning isn’t sus-
pected.”
In December Fraser Health 
treated a case of lead poisoning in 
a patient who was using doda to 
manage chronic pain. The symp-
toms included “decreased levels of 
consciousness, seizure-like activity 
and a whole variety of abnormal 
blood work.”
Kent said there are fewer than 
three cases of reported heavy metal 
poisoning each year in the province 
but such cases often require pro-
longed treatment.
Heavy metals can be introduced 
accidentally to opium derivatives, 
through contaminated soil or de-
liberately by sellers of the drug in 
order increase its weight and its sale 
price, according to Dr. Arun Garg, 
the Medical Director of Fraser 
Health's South Asian Health In-
stitute. 
Garg said doctors must be dili-
gent in asking about traditional 
drugs as part of patient histories. 
“One needs to be putting more 
emphasis on the public health part 
of it because as our society becomes 
more and more plural and multi-
cultural the usage and the interest 
in some of these traditional prepa-
rations and medicines is going to 
grow,” he said. 
Garry Sandhu, an addictions 
counsellor at Path to Freedom, a 
Surrey facility that primarily serves 
South Asian men, said doda and 
afeem are often used by truck driv-
ers.
“They are the most popular drugs 
in our community,” he said.
Both opioid derivatives were 
openly sold throughout the Lower 
Mainland before being made ille-
gal in Canada in 2010. Since then 
doda and afeem use has decreased 
or gone underground Sandhu said.
Traces of lead found in    
opioids 'doda' and 'afeem'
Tax 
packs 
empty 
homes
Fraser Health warns drugs carry a possible poisoning risk
Houses overfilled 
and overpriced
James Gonzalo, a night cleaner at Langara, goes about his route in Building A cleaning classrooms and emptying trash barrels. Langara’s cleaning staff are 
fighting to switch unions claiming unfair wage and benefit agreements.  PHOTO CAMERON THOMSON
Garry Sandhu
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of consciousness
LEAD POISONING AND DODA/AFEEM FACTS
Last reported case
Dec. 2017 at a Fraser Health    
emergency room 
Recent doda arrest
Dec. 2017: Surrey man arrested at 
U.S.-Canadian border for smuggling
SOURCE: FRASER HEALTH/CBSA
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A portrait of Takashi Murakami at his The Octopus Eats Its Own Leg exhibit at the Vancouver Art Gallery. Feb. 1 was declared Takashi Murakami Day in Vancou-
ver. LISA TANH PHOTO
Local arts want space
Artists criticize Murakami day amid workshop space dispute
 By LISA TANH
Local artists are call-ing out the city on its move to declare a day in Vancouver for a fa-
mous Japanese artist while failing 
to provide affordable spaces for 
artists to create and exhibit art. 
    The city declared Feb. 1 as Takashi 
Murakami Day, prompting art-
ists to criticize a civic government 
they say is making a bid for inter-
national recognition while ignoring 
needs of its local arts community. 
   Marietta Kozak, the general man-
ager of The Arts Factory on Indus-
trial Avenue, said the city should 
focus on saving buildings being 
used for studios and workshops in-
stead of promoting famous artists. 
   “[Murakami day] doesn’t cut it,” 
Kozak said. “The area of the Arts 
Factory has been rezoned and 
the building will be torn down. 
They swore it never would be.” 
  Kozak said The Arts Fac-
tory, which has studio and 
workshop space, plays a sig-
nificant role in supporting es-
tablished and emerging art-
ists by offering low rental rates. 
 Murakami is a contemporary 
artist who has worked with pop-
ular brand Louis Vuitton and 
musician Kanye West. His ex-
hibition The Octopus Eats Its 
Own Leg runs until March 
at the Vancouver Art Gallery. 
   Nancy Lee, an interdisciplin-
ary media artist, filmmaker and 
event producer, said many art-
ist friends are leaving the city 
due to a lack of affordable spaces. 
    “Every other week, I have a 
friend that is moving away," Lee 
said. "People are moving to To-
ronto, Montreal, Los Angeles 
[and] Asia, where it's cheaper to 
live and have space to create art," 
  Coun. Heather Deal, who has 
brought forward initiatives to 
support local artists and expand 
creative spaces, said she un-
derstands it remains challeng-
ing to be an artist in Vancouver. 
   “There’s no doubt that artists, 
not-for profits and small busi-
ness are finding the lack of af-
fordable space in the city a chal-
lenge,” said Deal in an email to The 
Voice, adding that the city provides 
a number of residency programs to 
provide practising artists with sub-
sidized space and gives out more 
than $11 million in cultural grants 
programs each year.
Surrey schools squeezed
Development 
could be too 
much strain on 
local schools
Not 
in our 
small-
town
Port Moody's character 
at risk from develop-
ment, say residents
Port Moody Mayor Mike Clay is defending his de-cision to support the re-
zoning of a paired parcel of city 
lands to accommodate buildings 
up to 34 storeys despite op-
position from some residents 
and city councillors who fear 
such development risks ruin-
ing the city’s small-town feel. 
  Clay was among four of seven 
members on council who endorsed 
sending the rezoning application 
for the “fire hall and works yard” 
sites to public 
hearing. The sites 
sit in the heart 
of Port Moody, 
at Murray and 
Ioco streets. 
   “I want to hear 
every option as a 
responsible custo-
dian of taxpayer 
assets and money 
and budgets and 
land,” said Clay, noting the rezon-
ing will help determine the true 
market value of the land and better 
inform decisions on its future use. 
   The sites are seen as a poten-
tial home for an expansion of 
facilities such as the library, rec-
reation centre, seniors’ housing, 
a new city hall, park space, or a 
mixed-use development that in-
cludes some of those amenities. 
  Nearly two dozen residents, 
including Kevin Eldred, spoke 
in opposition to the proposed 
rezoning at a Feb. 6 meet-
ing of the city’s community 
planning advisory committee. 
 Eldred underscored the city’s 
“unique relationship with 
nature” in his comments. 
   “The very act of changing this 
land from its current use…flies in 
the face of that relationship,” he 
said, echoing the concerns shared 
by many speakers that night. 
   Jeff McLellan, a member of 
the city's planning advisory com-
mittee, believes the city can both 
grow and retain its unique charac-
ter, even with such development. 
  Coun. Hunter Madsen vot-
ed against sending the ap-
plication to public hearing. 
    “If we keep it zoned for pub-
lic institutional, as it is today, we 
can always make such decisions 
later, down the road, especially 
when the property is even more 
valuable...," said Madsen, who 
would rather see the land used 
to expand its over-capacity civic 
facilities.
Rendering of new 325-home development at Coyote Creek Golf Course.  
ANTHEM PROPERTIES ILLUSTRATION
Mike Clay
MAYOR, PORT 
MOODY
“We can always 
make such decisions 
later.”
— HUNTER MADSEN, CITY COUNCILLOR, 
PORT MOODY
“Every other week, I 
have a friend that is 
moving away.”
— NANCY LEE, ARTIST, FILMMAKER AND 
EVENT PRODUCER
 By PERRIN GRAUER
 By NICK VALKA
The vice-president of the Sur-rey Teachers’ Association is concerned that a new 325-
home development to be built on 
a portion of a golf course in Fleet-
wood will add more students to an 
already overcrowded school district. 
   Matt Westphal said the devel-
opment on the Coyote Creek golf 
course means more students will 
flood into nearby schools and trig-
ger the need for additional porta-
bles. Fleetwood Park Secondary, the 
nearest high school to the course, 
already has three portables on site. 
   “There are further ripple ef-
fects in the learning system when 
you put too many students into 
a school,” said Westphal of a dis-
trict that has 273 portables at 
59 of 120 schools.  “Bathrooms, 
gyms and libraries can’t be ex-
panded, some schools have lost 
their music room because it was 
needed for another classroom.” 
  Surrey city council approved 
the new housing development 
two weeks ago following two 
days of public hearings. The de-
velopment, which will be built 
by Anthem Properties over the 
next three years, will turn one 
third of the course into a com-
bination of 325 townhouses, du-
plexes and rental apartments. 
   The Coyote Creek Action com-
mittee has fought the develop-
ment since 2016 and present-
ed council with a petition that 
amassed over 3,100 signatures. 
   Coun. Bruce Hayne, who voted in 
favor of the development, said it will 
be at least three years before new 
residents move in, giving the pro-
vincial government time to address 
overcrowding in Surrey schools. 
   “It’s up to the provincial govern-
ment to build new schools. We can 
manage growth but we can’t build 
schools,” Hayne said.
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 By CAMERON THOMSON
Langara’s cleaning staff are fighting to switch unions, saying they were pushed into a 10-
year contract with an unrecognized 
union that offers minimal wage in-
creases and only three sick days. 
An international union defend-
ing the cleaning crew is coming to 
their defense, saying the cleaning 
staff were taken advantage of.
Christine Bro, the lead organizer 
for Service Employees Internation-
al Union (SEIU) which is support-
ing the switch, said many of Lan-
gara’s cleaning staff are immigrants 
and speak English as a second lan-
guage – making it difficult for them 
to understand contract terms.
The cleaning staff ’s employer, 
BEST Service Pros, entered into 
a tentative agreement with the 
Christian Labour Association of 
Canada (CLAC), an unrecog-
nized union in British Columbia. 
On June 21, 2016, only three days 
into being hired, cleaning staff 
were then rushed into ratifying that 
agreement, according to Bro. 
“These contracts have very legal 
lingo in them. Workers were also 
not given copies of the agreement 
before they were asked to vote on 
it,” Bro said. “While CLAC says 
they gave them a copy on the day 
of the ratification, all the workers 
we spoke to say they didn’t receive 
a copy of the agreement and only saw 
it months after in the breakroom.” 
  Langara night cleaner James 
Gonzalo, from the Philippines, said 
when he started to support a switch 
in unions, his workload increased.
The SEIU is in front of the B.C. 
Labour Relations Board in an effort 
to attempt to take over from CLAC 
as the cleaning staff ’s union.  
Public affairs manager Travis 
Smith said Langara College does 
not play a role in this dispute. 
“We contract out janitorial ser-
vices, and as such their labour rep-
resentation choices do not directly 
involve the college,” Smith said in 
an email to The Voice. 
But Bro said the college should 
also be held responsible for the low 
wages of cleaning staff.
She said in order to give the col-
lege the best deal, BEST Service 
Pros entered into an agreement 
with the unrecognized union "to 
lock workers into a 10 year poverty 
deal."
“The college is actually directly 
implicated in this because at the 
end of the day colleges are the 
contracting authority that choose 
which cleaning companies they 
want to award the contract to,” Bro 
said. 
CLAC and BEST Service Pros 
did not respond to The Voice for 
comment. 
Gerontology 
program 
launches to 
fill need 
Canada's aging  
population will strain 
social services
 By AMANDA POOLE
Responding to a demand in social service work and the growth in the senior care 
industry, Langara has created a new 
diploma program in gerontology, 
the study of older and aging adults.
The program will be the first di-
ploma program for gerontology in 
Western Canada and will be fill-
ing a gap in the labour market for 
skilled workers to care for older 
people. 
The program comes soon after 
Statistics Canada reported that for 
the first time in Canadian history, 
older persons are out-numbering 
children.
Gerontology instructor and pro-
gram creator, Frances Grunberg, 
said the growing population of 
older people will be putting a lot of 
pressure on the current services. 
Grunberg said that there is also a 
current lack in services that aid an 
older person’s emotional and social 
well-being as majority of current 
services are focused strictly on older 
peoples physical health. 
“[The program will] create advo-
cates who can speak and communi-
cate with older people,” Grunberg 
said. 
Grunberg said many older people 
prefer to age at home and services 
are needed to assist them to stay 
within their 
daily living and 
social dynam-
ics within their 
communities. 
Isobel Mack-
enzie, from the 
Office of the 
Seniors Advo-
cate B.C. said 
older people 
without fam-
ily members 
are “slipping 
through the cracks” when they need 
assistance with tasks such as gro-
cery shopping or banking. 
“Nobody is connecting them to-
gether,” she said. “We need to do 
a better job of connecting people 
who need them with the services 
[they require].” 
An applicant of the program, 
Rita Horta said she believes im-
provements can be made in services 
for older people.  
“We will all grow older and I 
hope we can have better outcomes 
for the younger generation,” Horta 
said. 
Locked into 'poverty deal'
College cleaning staff seeks to switch to recognized union
James Gonzalo is a member of Langara's cleaning staff seeking for union change. CAMERON THOMSON PHOTO
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Growing pains 
as student  
enrolment rises
 By WILLIAM CROSBY
A lack of library space is a growing issue on campus and students have started 
to feel the pinch. 
With an influx of almost 40,000 
more students visiting the library 
during the summer and fall semes-
ters than the same period last year, 
those who want to study are find-
ing themselves competing for desk 
space, seats, computer terminals 
and other resources.
According to a new Lan-
gara College report, there were 
470,831 visitors that used the li-
brary in the summer and fall se-
mesters compared to last year. 
  As a result, queries skyrocketed, 
with staff answering a whopping 
10,000 more questions than the 
previous year.
Simran Bola, a computer science 
student who frequents the library, 
said this increase has made it very 
difficult for her to find study space 
during peak hours.
“Sometimes it’s too busy and you 
can’t find a place to sit,” Bola said.
Dwayne Doornbosch, the di-
rector of facilities at Langara, said 
study space is in high demand on 
campus, due to an increase in enrol-
ment and the opening of the new 
Building T.
Ryan Vernon, the coordinator of 
technical services at Langara’s li-
brary, said they were able to measure 
the increase of students visiting the 
library through the electronic gates 
at the entrance. The library aver-
aged 2300 students a day last year. 
In a joint effort between the li-
brary and campus, Vernon said the 
library has already implemented a 
plan to expand the amount of study 
space. 
“We're constantly thinking about 
and taking steps to change the way 
space is configured,” Veron said. 
“The library has already increased 
its overall capacity by creating 
more silent study areas,” he said.  “It 
now has 899 total seats compared 
to 784 seats which is what it used 
to have.”
Doornbosch said there are also 
plans to remove book stacks to cre-
ate more space. 
“We are currently working on 
a new campus master plan, which 
will identify new buildings that will 
include more space for collabora-
tion, social activities and study,” 
Doornbosch said.
The Langara library's study space has shrunk as the student population has grown, with some students unable to find 
space during the library's peak hours.  DANICA WALKER PHOTO
Students 
short on 
study 
space
1. 2016 People over the age 
of 65 outnumber children under 
the age of 14 for the first time in 
Canada.  
2. 32% of people aged 85 
and older currently live in care 
homes or residences, the rest live 
alone or with family. 
3. 2031 The population of 
older people will almost double 
the number of children.  
SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA
CANADA'S AGING 
POPULATION
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 By LISA STEACY & PERRIN 
GRAUER
V ancouver’s Chinese lion dance teams work hard to hone the acrobatic skills that will be on dis-
play during some of this year’s Chi-
nese New Year celebrations.
Ken Low is the chief instructor 
of the Vancouver City Police Lion 
Dancing Team, and a ninth degree 
wushu martial arts master. 
His award-winning lion dancers 
performed to the accompaniment 
of cymbals, drums and gongs on 
Saturday at the Victoria Drive Chi-
nese New Year celebration in South 
Vancouver.
Low said lion dancing is most of-
ten an art that kung fu practitioners 
mature into later in their training, 
since the two techniques use many 
of the same forms and require the 
same kind of strength.
“All the stances in martial arts are 
used in lion dancing. And then, of 
course, you’ve got no arm move-
ments [in lion dancing], you're not 
applying them for a punch or any-
thing like that, but you would need 
upper body strength to move the 
lion head,” Low said.
Low’s team practices year-round, 
one or more times per week to per-
fect the shoulder-stands and mid-
air twirls that are an iconic part 
of their performances, which Low 
says have evolved in past decades 
into more daring feats of agility.
“Now, the lion dancing is seen as 
much more demanding...It's almost 
like gymnastics,” Low said.
The lion dance is meant to bring 
luck and fortune to a community 
and its members. It follows a ritual 
progression in which the lion first 
bows to pay respect, performs its 
various attributes as excited, happy, 
cautious and curious, and eventu-
ally approaches an offering of let-
tuce left out by a neighbourhood 
business owner.
“After the lettuce, he feels happy, 
excited for a while, and then for the 
parade, the lion would pay respect 
by bowing to the store owners, and 
then would go on to the next,” Low 
said.
Eugenia Chau, an instructor with 
the Vancouver Chinese Lion Dance 
Association, explained that the let-
tuce contains deeper significance 
than merely a snack for the lion. 
"The word lettuce in Chinese 
sounds like 'money,' so when the 
lion gets the lettuce…you get pros-
perity for the coming year,” Chau 
said.
Having begun her training in 
China, Chau continued the prac-
tice in Canada after immigrating in 
1991. She said the training is rig-
orous, but it prepares her and her 
team for the intensity and nuance 
of the performance.
“We do some weightlifting, and 
you also have a dedicated partner to 
work with, so you have better tim-
ing if you have to do any acrobatic 
moves,” Chau said.
Josh Pratt is a martial artist and 
member of Ken Low’s team. He 
led the lion dancers at Saturday’s 
Bringing tradition to life
Lion dancers work year-round to perfect remarkable skills
Two members of the Vancouver City Police Lion Dancing Team begin to dress for their performance during the Victoria Drive Chinese 
New Year celebrations on Saturday. PERRIN GRAUER PHOTO
A member of the Vancouver City Police Lion Dancing Team at Saturday's event on Victoria Drive, stays warm in the body of 
the red lion costume before his performance begins. PERRIN GRAUER PHOTO
behind 
the 
Lion's
mask
LION DANCING, AT A GLANCE
THE PEOPLE AND THE HISTORY SOURCE: WUSHUNJ.COM
...dancers team together to bring a 
single lion to life - one performs as 
the head, the other as the tail.
2 5
...basic stances in kung fu, from 
which the many forms in lion dance 
are derived.
>22
...centuries ago that lion dance is 
thought to have originated - during 
the Han Dynasty in China
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by bowing to the store owners, and 
then would go on to the next,” Low 
said.
Eugenia Chau, an instructor with 
the Vancouver Chinese Lion Dance 
Association, explained that the let-
tuce contains deeper significance 
than merely a snack for the lion. 
"The word lettuce in Chinese 
sounds like 'money,' so when the 
lion gets the lettuce…you get pros-
perity for the coming year,” Chau 
said.
Having begun her training in 
China, Chau continued the prac-
tice in Canada after immigrating in 
1991. She said the training is rig-
orous, but it prepares her and her 
team for the intensity and nuance 
of the performance.
“We do some weightlifting, and 
you also have a dedicated partner to 
work with, so you have better tim-
ing if you have to do any acrobatic 
moves,” Chau said.
Josh Pratt is a martial artist and 
member of Ken Low’s team. He 
led the lion dancers at Saturday’s 
Chinese New Year celebrations on 
Victoria Drive.
Pratt began training 16 years ago, 
and now competes internation-
ally with the Vancouver City Police 
Lion Dancing Team. 
He said despite the depth of his 
experience, he’d rather not be the 
dancer responsible for the lion’s 
head.
“I prefer being in the tail,” Pratt 
said. “A little less pressure being in 
the tail, I think.”
On what began as a rainy Sat-
urday morning, Pratt and his crew 
leapt and bound around Victoria 
Drive as onlookers gasped and ap-
plauded the acrobatic ability of the 
six people inside the three lion cos-
tumes.
As they made their way further 
into the neighbourhood to collect 
the offerings of lettuce hung out-
side of local shops, the sun broke 
through the clouds and shone 
down on what had become a beau-
tiful second day of the Chinese 
New Year.
Bringing tradition to life
Lion dancers work year-round to perfect remarkable skills
Two members of the Vancouver City Police Lion Dancing Team begin to dress for their performance during the Victoria Drive Chinese 
New Year celebrations on Saturday. PERRIN GRAUER PHOTO
 By PERRIN GRAUER
T he costumes worn by the award-winning Vancouver City Police Lion Dancing 
Team have each been handmade in 
China, and are treated with great 
care and respect by the dancers.
Josh Pratt, who has been involved 
in lion dancing for 16 years, said 
that each costume production facil-
ity has its own particular style. 
“You can get different styles of 
heads, with the way the eyes are 
shaped, or the nose, or the mouth, 
that determines who’s made it, or 
which factory it comes from. They 
all have a bit of unique style,” Pratt 
said.
The basic form, he added, de-
pends on the region it’s from.
“So different cities within Chi-
na have a different style of lion 
head,” Pratt said, adding that he 
and his fellow dancers were wear-
ing lion heads made in the southern 
Chinese style.
Colour, too, can be meaningful 
for traditional performances.
“The colours traditionally have 
some significance, but for the com-
petition stuff, not as much any-
more. So the red lion is good 
luck, the yellow lion is good 
fortune, green for money, blue 
would normally be used for a 
funeral, because it’s a darker 
colour.”
The heads themselves 
are constructed from strips 
of bamboo covered with 
papier-mâché and finished 
with reflective laser paper, 
sequins, fur and paint. The 
mouth is moved directly 
by a dancer’s hand, while 
the blinking eyes and flap-
ping ears are controlled via 
strings.
Pratt said it takes some 
practice to manipulate the 
lion’s expressions while per-
forming a kind of gymnastics, but 
that it’s all part of the care that goes 
into the traditional practice.
Hand-
made 
style
Lion costumes are 
made overseas with 
regional flair
The "illuminating mirror" (sometimes referred to as a third eye) atop one of the lion's foreheads. PERRIN GRAUER PHOTO
News&Features
Two of the Vancouver City Police 
Lion Dancing Team's lions perform 
at the Victoria Drive Chinese New 
Year event on Saturday.
NATHAN GAN & PERRIN GRAUER PHOTOS
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A new rental health issue 
With Vancouver's housing crisis showing no signs of slowing down, 
one organization’s asinine solution 
is to cram more tenants than build-
ings were designed to host under 
one unhealthy roof. 
Asheya Accommodations rents 
out houses for foreign homeowners 
looking to avoid the vacancy tax—
a one per cent tax applied to the 
property assessment value of empty 
houses to combat the housing crisis.
But these rental properties of-
ten function as little more than 
makeshift dormitories in which 
living rooms and common areas 
are used as extra bedrooms, leaving 
no shared living space aside from a 
kitchen.
While this option provides one 
solution to high rental costs, it 
wreaks havoc on the people who 
live there by ignoring municipal 
and provincial regulations meant 
to protect tenants’ health and safety. 
Besides logic, academic studies and 
scientific data further back these 
concerns up. 
PlanH, a program implemented 
by BC Healthy Communities So-
ciety, lists crowded housing due 
to lack of affordability one way in 
which tenants’ human rights and 
health can be compromised.
According to their Healthy 
Housing online resource, “meeting 
housing needs is not only a human 
rights issue, but also a cost issue. 
People who are socio-economically 
disadvantaged tend to have unmet 
housing needs, and the individual 
price they pay is higher mortality 
rates, poor health, and being at risk 
for serious chronic illnesses.” 
A paper commissioned by the 
Canadian Population Health Ini-
tiative explains that overcrowding 
affects both the physical and men-
tal state of tenants.
 “While household density has 
implications for the spread of in-
fectious diseases, the subjective per-
ception of crowding may also have 
an impact on mental health,” wrote 
Brent Moloughney, a lecturer in the 
Department of Public Health Sci-
ences at University of Toronto.
Solving Vancouver’s low vacancy 
rates and high 
housing prices 
by cramming 
more people into 
fewer rooms ig-
nores the health 
risks associated 
with such ar-
r a n g e m e n t s , 
and exploits the 
housing needs 
of economically 
disadvantaged 
tenants.
Before more people are attracted 
to this option, a more permanent 
solution must be found. At the risk 
of sounding like a broken record, 
Vancouver needs more housing and 
more restrictions on empty homes.
OPINION
CAMERON 
THOMSON
Torah in 
the 21st 
century
You may not be able to teach an old dog new tricks, but you can teach sacred texts 
like the Torah 
in new ways—
updating the 
lessons as soci-
ety evolves and 
Jewish practices 
vary.
Jewish people 
may identify as 
Orthodox, Con-
servative, Cul-
tural or Reform. 
There is even 
one person who 
identifies as an Independent Jew, 
local journalist Matthew Ginden, 
whose monthly lecture series “Rad-
ical Readings” invites Vancouverites 
of all beliefs to interpret sacred Jew-
ish literature under a modern lens. 
Yesterday’s commandments 
should be read as today’s sugges-
tions considering how much variety 
has been discovered and celebrated 
since religious rules were written. 
Polarized, extreme thinking doesn’t 
often coexist with open-minded 
dialogue amongst different groups, 
which is why it’s worth getting peo-
ple of various backgrounds together 
to debate which religious teachings 
are broken, and which can be re-
cycled. 
Evelyn Neaman is the owner of 
Tikkun Yoga Centre, and calls her-
self a “pick and choose Jew.” Her 
classes combines teachings from 
the Jewish calendar with Buddhist 
meditations and Hinduism’s physi-
cal practice.
“I love different aspects of all the 
cultures, and I think weaving them 
together can only enrich us,” Nea-
man said.
A homogenous society isn’t a 
healthy one, but neither is one that 
refuses to learn from one another. 
Ginden’s inspiration for creating his 
lecture series came from an aware-
ness that people tend to villainize 
members of groups they view as 
radical or don’t fully understand.  
In 2016, Statistics Canada re-
ported 221 hate crimes towards 
Jews, which was a 24 per cent 
increase from the previous year. 
Clearly, there’s still a lot of learning 
to do, even in a country celebrated 
for its cultural diversity. 
Worship is referred to as a reli-
gious practice, not a religious per-
fect, because perfection doesn’t 
allow room for collaboration, ex-
perimentation or critical think-
ing. So don’t throw the carpenter 
out with the table—let them stick 
around and help you repurpose it 
for your personal needs.
OPINION
BECCA 
CLARKSON
Library fully booked for space
Ea t , s l e e p , s t u d y, 
repeat - the mis-
sion of many 
post-secondary 
students, yet a 
difficult one to 
fulfil at Langara 
College.
Finding an 
empty place to 
work in Lan-
gara’s library can be as difficult as 
balancing coursework considering 
there are only enough seats for four 
per cent of the 11,000 students en-
rolled.
Comparatively, at Capilano Col-
lege, where one-third of students 
reside in North Vancouver and stu-
dent housing is available, the library 
can accommodate for 6 per cent of 
the 7,000 students enrolled. 
Langara’s library has won awards 
for its environmentally sustainable 
design, yet the architects failed to 
prioritize the educational purpose 
of the building. The college blames 
an increase in enrolment for the 
overcrowded library, yet admission 
levels have remained stable over the 
past couple of years. Library traffic, 
however, increased by 40,000 stu-
dents in 2016.
The college has offered some 
temporary solutions by removing 
outdated books and journals from 
the library shelves, as well as adding 
cubicle style framing on large tables 
to budget space. Unfortunately, 
many students are still forced to sit 
on the floor in the library and sur-
rounding halls if they want to stay 
on campus to get work done. Gone 
are the days of study buddies—it’s 
every student for themselves out 
there. 
While Langara has a 25-year 
Master Plan promising to develop 
additional buildings for specific 
departments, this quarter century 
look to the future means little for 
students at the college today.   Lan-
gara could reconfigure the floor 
plan to maximize space or even re-
place some bookshelves with com-
puter stations, considering most 
students prefer this resource. 
Between coursework, exams, tu-
ition fees and living expenses, stu-
dents already have enough stressors. 
At a post secondary institution, the 
chances of finding a seat in the li-
brary shouldn’t have the same odds 
as winning the lottery. 
OPINION
AMANDA 
POOLE
“Weaving them 
together can only 
enrich us.”
— EVELYN NEAMAN, YOGA INSTRUCTOR
Cramming more tenants under one roof may cost less money, but is it worth the costs to renters' health? PERRIN GRAUER ILLUSTRATION
40,000 more visitors
came to the library last year than 
during the same period in 2016.
33% traffic increase
 to 470,831 visitors in 2017 from 
352,783 in 2014.
10,000 more queries
answered by staff members in 
2017 than the same period a year 
prior. 
SOURCE: LANGARA LIBRARY SUMMER/
FALL 2017 REPORT
LANGARA LIBRARY
SUMMER/FALL 2017 REPORT
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Hearts open wide 
for theatre
Dynamic show raises funds for big upgrades
VANCOUVER, B.C. FEB.17 -- Flamenco dancers from Los Gitanos School of Spanish & Flamenco Dance volunteered to 
support the Warm Hearts Variety Show at Metro Theatre. Proceeds went to a new curtain and sink. CLOE LOGAN PHOTO
 By CLOE LOGAN 
H earts melted for Met-ro Theatre’s quest to upgrade because the 55-year-old venue con-
tinues to put most of their funding 
towards production costs first.
Volunteer performers came to-
gether last Saturday and presented 
seven acts for 
their one-
n i g h t - o n l y 
event called 
the Warm 
Hearts Va-
riety Show. 
The theatre is 
non-profit and 
relies on volunteer actors, producers 
and directors to put on productions.
 The show consisted of dynamic 
performances including improv, 
magic and singing. Flamenco 
dancers from Los Gitanos School 
of Spanish & Flamenco Dance 
opened the evening while members 
from 5/4 Rhythm, a tap dancing 
group, brought the finale. Over 100 
people attended the event. 
Alison Schamberger, president of 
the Metro Theatre and emcee for 
the variety show, opened the night 
by thanking performers for volun-
teering their time and by doing a 
draw for a pair of donated tickets.
“These people have generously 
donated their talents so Metro 
Theatre can replace our backstage 
sink and our cyclorama, an object 
with over 60 years of use. I’d say it’s 
time,” Schamberger said.
The stage was decorated with 
gifted flowers. The torn cyclorama, 
a curtain that 
gives the effect 
of sky, was vis-
ible behind. Su-
san Skemp, who 
has performed 
with acts like Dal 
Richards, had the 
whole crowd sing-
ing Que Sera, Sera during her last 
song.
Audience member Maya Scho-
field, who grew up in the area, loves 
the intergenerational aspect of the 
theatre and it’s retro feel.
“The theatre seems very commu-
nity oriented, lots of people have 
been going to the theatre for years 
and know each other. Plus the up-
stairs lounge was like a bar in a ‘50s 
Bond movie,” she said.
Tracy-Lynn Chernaske produced 
the variety show and said the the-
atre getting the funding it needs is 
important for the community. 
“It provides a community space 
for people to come in and hold 
conferences, talks and all kinds of 
things like that. I don’t think Mar-
pole or South Vancouver has a lot 
of spaces like that,” Chernaske said.
Metro Theatre was able to raise 
the funds they needed but was un-
able to provide exact amounts.
A radical 
look at 
Judaism
Our black 
history is 
Canadian
Public welcomed 
to debate sacred 
Jewish texts
A Jewish journalist and edu-cator is inviting people from all backgrounds to 
openly debate sacred Jewish texts 
because he wants to challenge tra-
ditional interpretations of sex, gen-
der and spirituality.
Matthew Gindin has formed a 
project called Radical Readings 
which takes place just a few blocks 
from Langara College at the Peretz 
Centre for Secular Jewish Culture 
from February until June. 
Radical Readings is meant to 
expand knowledge of how these 
sacred texts are seen in modern 
society. Excerpts from the Hebrew 
Bible and the Talmud are dissected 
and explored in detail.
“We’re gathering a diverse group 
of people. We are studying together 
and going in chronological order in 
different strata of Jewish text. And 
the question I am asking is what 
radical or energizing message can 
we find in this strata of text for to-
day?” Gindin said.
Gindin gathered support from 
both atheists and figures within the 
Jewish community including con-
servative Jewish Rabbi Adam Stein 
from Congregation Beth Israel.
Rabbi Stein believes that inter-
preting the Jewish text as society 
evolves is important.
“As Jews translate, we find our-
selves living in different times and 
places. We’ve had to reinterpret our 
text as we find ourselves in those 
different situations,” said Rabbi 
Stein.
Jewish activists like Alycia Frid-
kin, member of queer Jewish group 
Yad b’ Yad, have found themselves 
struggling with the Jewish text.
“I think there is a lot of oppres-
sive text of oppressive things around 
anti-fascism, colonialism, coloniza-
tion, sexism and 
violence. But I 
do think there 
is a lot that also 
can drive our 
ethical passage 
in the world,” 
Fridkin said. 
A response to the  
frequently asked ques-
tion: Where are you 
REALLY from?
B lack artists, writers and so-cial activists shared their experiences about growing 
up and living in Vancouver with the 
public because they say black cul-
ture is underrepresented in the city. 
A panel discussion at the central 
Vancouver Public Library called 
Where Are You Really From? 
On Being Black in Vancouver 
was hosted on Feb.13 by Chelene 
Knight, an SFU graduate and man-
aging editor of Room magazine. 
Knight said she had noticed an 
obvious need for events like this in 
the city.
“Black History Month events in 
Vancouver tend to cover the same 
topics and the same people every 
year,” Knight said in an email to The 
Voice.
“One of the biggest issues is that 
there is no real marketing around 
these events. They all tend to be put 
together last minute by people who 
feel like they should do something 
because it’s February and to me that 
is not good enough.”
Knight said that she chose the 
VPL in particular because she felt 
that they had failed to showcase 
black literature and art enough in 
previous events.
L i b r a r i a n 
Broadus Mat-
tison helped 
organize the 
event and said 
that the VPL 
was working to 
better repre-
sent the diverse 
communities of 
Vancouver.
 “I know our focus now is to en-
gage those communities and lift 
their voices up,” Mattison said.
Chantal Gibson, a Langara 
College alum and visual art-
ist, was one of the five panelists. 
She shared her experiences about 
confronting racist imagery in lit-
erature while attending UBC and 
how her work speaks to represen-
tations of blackness in old Cana-
dian text. 
According to Gibson, Canada’s 
awareness of black history is di-
vided across the country, partly 
because of population and geog-
raphy, but also because of inter-
est.
She said in areas like Toronto 
and Montreal, there is more be-
ing done to showcase works of 
black artists and writers beyond 
Black History Month. 
“That’s why this event is really 
important because we don’t see 
ourselves often. Black History 
Month comes and then all of a 
sudden there are spaces," Gibson 
said. "But really this is an ongo-
ing conversation."
Gibson is currently part of a 
first ever art exhibit at the Royal 
Ontario Museum celebrating 
black Canadian contemporary art.
“Lots of people have 
been going to the 
theatre for years.”
— MAYA SCHOFIELD, AUDIENCE MEMBER
Broadus 
Mattison
VPL LIBRARIAN
“This event is really 
important because 
we don't see 
ourselves often.”
— CHANTAL GIBSON, VISUAL ARTIST
“We find ourselves 
living in different 
times and places.”
— ADAM STEIN, RABBI 
Matthew Gindin 
NIKITHA 
MARTINS 
PHOTO
 Improv Comedy
Comedic performances from the 
Dirty Betty Show, an all-female 
group and Luigi's Improv Troop, a 
group of ninth and 10th-graders.
 Scene from She 
Stoops to Conquer
Metro Theatre's upcoming pro-
duction from Feb. 24 to Mar. 17.
  Rob Teszka Magic
A magician who uses cognitive 
psychology to create mind-bend-
ing illusions. 
SOURCE: METROTHEATRE.COM
FEATURED ACTS 
INCLUDED:
 By AGAZY MENGESHA
 By NIKITHA MARTINS
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 By NIKITHA MARTINS
F emale gamers hope the sign-ing of the first professional woman in one of the most 
popular eSports games will inspire 
others to join a typically male-
dominated field.
Earlier this month, South Ko-
rean Kim Se-Yeon, known online 
as “Geguri,” created history when 
she became the first female to be 
recruited by the Overwatch league 
to compete on a professional level. 
Former Langara student and eS-
ports association member Isabelle 
Tupas said Kim proves that women 
are equally good at gaming as men.
 “It is finally a representation of 
us as female gamers, to be recog-
nized by other people that we’re 
here, too, and that we exist,” Tupas 
said of Kim’s triumph. “And we’re 
just as good as the guys.” 
Tupsa said video games have tra-
ditionally been a male-centered ac-
tivity but that might be changing.
“Much like other sports, it’s just 
the old thing that women are not 
strong as men,” she said. “It’s just 
the old same old misogyny. There 
are games like Super Mario Broth-
ers where [Mario], he’s a male, he 
has to save the princess. 
“I think video games are evolving 
into something that caters to both 
perspectives.” 
But change is slow coming, 
as demonstrated in Richmond’s 
MLGB eSports Club, where ac-
cording to employee, Honey Cau, 
men vastly outnumber women. 
However, UBC eSports associa-
tion member Michael Ji said, to a 
degree, female gamers have differ-
ent opportunities than males.
“Because of the insane ratio from 
male to female, females either ca-
sual or competitive, are rather well 
sought-after by people hiring in 
the streaming industry,” Ji said, 
acknowledging the unfortunate 
lingering sexism in the gaming in-
dustry. “It’s such a male-dominated 
industry.”
 By GABRIELLE PLONKA
A rescue horse, once destined to become hamburger, shows promise for a future 
career in the show ring.
Rescued from the back of a meat 
truck in 2015, Foster was brought 
to Southlands Riding Club for re-
habilitation, where staff were sur-
prised to discover the wary dark 
bay gelding had the makings of a 
successful competition horse.
“I think people say that [Foster 
has potential] because he’s very 
flashy,” said trainer Marta Mod-
zelewska, a volunteer at 
Southlands that has 
worked with Foster for 
two years. 
According to Mod-
zelewska, Foster has 
promising rhythm and 
confirmation of move-
ment, which could win 
Foster high scores in 
competition. However, 
trust issues stemming 
from a history of abuse 
have made him nervous 
and difficult to train.
“He’s wary and he’s very 
stubborn,” said Modzelewska. 
“He’s not the kind of horse who 
wants to please.”
Natalie Naherney, club lead 
at the UBC Equestrian Sports 
Club, believes that four-year-
old Foster will grow out of 
his nerves under South-
lands’ extensive care. The key, she 
says, is patient training.
“He’s going to be a bit scared,” 
Naherney said. “It’s just about tak-
ing time as they’re 
learning about 
being handled.”
According to 
Naherney, it’s 
rare to find a res-
cue horse with 
Foster’s natural 
movement. Show 
horses, she said, 
are specifically 
bred with long 
bloodlines and are 
very expensive.
“Sometimes you can get really 
lucky,” Naherney said. “You get this 
star out of something you weren’t 
necessarily expecting.
"The earlier that somebody gets 
their hands on that sort of poten-
tial...that's going to be a really ex-
pensive horse."
Foster is one of four rescue horses 
currently living at Southlands and 
receiving meticulous attention from 
volunteers like Modzelewska. The 
intention, according to club coordi-
nator Dani Craig, is to prepare the 
horses to be sold. 
"He didn't have any training 
when he got here...that's why we've 
waited on selling him," Craig said. 
"We think he's going to be a really 
good show horse."
However, not every horse is in-
tended for competition.
“We sell them as whatever the 
best fit is for them,” Craig said. “It’s 
like that with horses, you can’t force 
anything. If they really are enjoy-
ing work, and jumping, then that's 
what we'll sell them as.”
Falcons' flight paths split
Men's team prepares for PacWest playoffs, women fall short
 By CLOE LOGAN
A s the buzzer sounds to end the PacWest bas-ketball season, the Lan-gara Falcons men’s team 
are gearing up for the playoffs, 
while a young women’s team fell 
short of playoff qualification.
With a strong end to the season 
— that included five wins in their 
final six games — the men finished 
second in the PacWest standings 
heading into the postseason.
Head coach Paul Eberhardt said 
a key to the team’s success is the fact 
the players are more comfortable 
with each other this season.
“We have started to figure out 
what our identity is,” Eberhardt 
said. “I think we’re in a position 
where the players have a better un-
derstanding of what they need to 
do for the team to be successful.”
On the final weekend, Feb. 16-
17, Langara’s men split back-to-
back games at home against the 
Quest University Kermodes. 
For the fifth straight game, the 
team reached the century mark on 
Friday, winning 100-90, with Ravi 
Basra scoring 18 points and Harry 
Brar chipping in 13 points, along 
with 16 rebounds off the bench. 
However, a buzzer-beating dunk 
handed the Falcons a loss in their 
final game of the season.
Despite ending on a loss, Basra 
is confident going into the playoffs.
“It took some time with all the 
new guys, but overall the chemistry 
is really good now,” Basra said. “We 
now understand how to play with 
each other.”
The women’s team ultimately 
ended the year in seventh place, six 
points shy of a playoff berth.
Head coach Winston Brown 
said that they felt hopeful in the fi-
nal few games, but having a newer 
team caused them to fall short.
“We have some really young 
players, so a lot of it was a lack of 
experience,” Brown said.
The PacWest Championships 
tips off at Vancouver Island Uni-
versity from March 1-3. 
Meat truck rescue has competitive future
eSports: 
Not just 
for men
First female to sign 
professionally in 
global league a figure 
of inspiration 
Foster's natural 
movement 
displays potential 
as a show horse
Marta 
Modzelewska
TRAINER, SOUTH-
LANDS RIDING CLUB
FALCONS' TALLY
MEN'S
W-D-L 
12-0-6
Ranked: 2nd
WOMEN'S 
W-D-L 
2-0-16
Ranked: 7th
Foster, 
the rescue horse.
GABRIELLE PLONKA PHOTO
Ravi Basra goes up for the layup against two Vancouver Island Mariner defenders during a Nov. 24 matchup at the 
Langara College gymnasium. DENISE BUSAYONG PHOTO
